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_* Theſix Women-Preachers. 


Anne Hewpftall, ff - {Mary Bilbrow, 
Toas B auford, and <S»ſan May, 
'  Elixabeth Bancroft Arabella Thomas. . 


EMP EIA N ancienttimes have I read of 
LT DA CDs Prophetelles, but not untill of 


4 X-/ | 

\ & Jp late heard of Women Prea- 
SY 8 chers , their onely. reaſon or 
Go 73 cauſe of preaching, was, that 
PC IL, WRYI | wy X. ' 
7, ©}; there was a deficiency of good 


V/, - Clomann S2 
D LODI A men, whereſoro it was bur fit; 
| , that yertuous- women” ſhould: 
ſupply their places, . they were: -( men they did 
meane) good for notking,but tomake their Texts 
oo0d by cxpounding the language of the Beaft, 
but they themlclves would preach nothing, bur 
ſuch things as the ſpirit ſhould niave.them. 

The ff and chicfe of this femele and Sacerdo- 
ticall fuaRion, was one Avne Hempſtall, living in 
the Pariſh of Saint Andrewes Holborne,neere Lon- 
don, and in the County of Middleſex, upon a cer- 
taine time, ſhe having a minde, ſaid ſhe was-mo- 
vedto bee zealouſly OE, callgd an Ty 

Te. * , j 


— 


- of her bibbiag Goffh ips topether, holy thor 
were bent more upon the: xonp Waterbe ele 
_ .thin ha.:f-« uſes 6r dofrinies which their he- 
ly filter « entended tooxpound unto them,: bi 
ing come tothe hovle of this.4 ime Hemnftall, 
lous Nas ipake tothemafterthis manger, 
Betoved fiſters, this laſs night I  eewkbT 2 
range Dream, moreover me thought I ſaw a vi- 
{fjon,in which 4»»« the propheteſit was preſented 
unto my view , 'the ſplendour of whole orga 
nance did caſt-me into a trance, wherein 1 
till the next morning , and the. morning bei fo 
come., I could conccive no interpretation of my 
Dream but this, that I ſh:uld imicate godly 4x- 
na, by preaching unto you, as ſh: 7 Mary eq 
othcrs ; her (pecch ſtrook them all into an aſto- 
| _—_— at which , this prophane Axe crycd 


, Nowdoththc holy Ghoſt deſcend downe = 


boo you, whetefore give care unto mee, then 
did ſhe beginto talke, and ſpeake untothem that 
_ which/farſt came into herminde, but the chiefe 

matter of her Text was this , That womans haire 
was an adorning toher, bur for a man to have 
long haire , it was a ſhameunto w, which the 


Se:tpture irſelfc crycth fieupon ; long did ſhee 


preach; and longer I darcavouch then ſome of 


the audience were'willing, for ſome of them had 
as far home as White Chappell, wheretorc. her 


longirude. might caufea brevirude.of her ſuck 
the Aquavite ottle'; two houres being UE 


ondthe bottome of the ftool beginning to lack @- 


apes with ker furious Ranps, ſhec Ja 


0 

, , 
; 4 , y cc - 
"> 


ae” on es 6 


chentomch pit 4 in her ay, #2d fo 09- 
cluded. 


Mary Bilbrow, one of the Audi ience,being of 
the Par ot Sauar Giles in the fields,defired Hom 
to bec all with her the next morn and..afcer 
boodges they ſhould have good fac ay to break- 
aſt, beſides a cup af Sack or Clarer to. waſh it 
don : They all agreed unto It, and makjag ulcof 
the Rhecericks which they.were borne unto, 
they gave her thanks,and ſo for thattime.a Boctle 
of Alc, or two being deyoured , . they departed 
every one to their owne houſes. 'The Hext mor- 
ning they. mctallrogether atthe houſe of Mary 
B:l:row, whoſe hysband wasagood honeſt Brick- 
layer; and ſo ſoone as theycame within the doors 
of her houſe , ſhe brought themall into her Par- 
Jour, as ſhce ealledi it, and in ftcad of ſtools and 
cuſhions, thee had provided. before hand, three 
Brickes apiece for them to fit upon , hex xeaſon 
was this, ſhee thought they would nor fic 
wuch, becauſe women to good inſtructions love 
Randing : her Pulpit was framed very ſubſtantial- 
ly of Brick, ſo high that ſcarce any thing but her 
Kanding up tippet could be ſeen, She 0s there 
yery devoutly to make an ex texpore priyer , but 
beforc ſhee had ſcarce ſpoken twemy words, her 
daughter came running ih very haſbily,ctelling ber 
a Gentlem2n at, Bloomsbwry ftayed-to (peake with 
her about urgent occafians ; pbich hearing, ſhce 
le»pt out of her prayer into this ſerious mh&dieh 
Hon, I think it bethe G-atleman I was withall at 
| A3 Salif- 


Salicbury Cot, whom 1 promiſed this day to- 


mect withall: whercypon fhc left her pulpit,ſpred 


the cloach,and brought hex Goſlipsin a Pig, ac- - 


cording to her promiſe; who fed ticartily;and ſo 
departed. So much atthis time for Middleſex fe- 
m-1: Teachers. - Bn, ” 

' Now give mee leaveto take water, and goeto 


Graveſend, and ſo further into Kent,where I ſhatl 


tcll you of one [oa Baxford inthe Towne of Fe- 
verſham, who taught in Feverſham,that husbands 
being ſuch as croſſed their, wives wills , might 
lawfully be forſaken 


Then was there one Suſan May of Aſhford in 
the County of Keat alſo, which preached in a 


Barne there,that the Divell was the farther of the 
Pope, the Pope the father of thoſe which did 
weare Surplices ; wherefore confequently the 
Divell was the father o& all thoſe which did-no 
love Puritans, | | 
There was likewiſe one Elizabeth Baxcrof? in E- 
ly in Cambridgcfhire, where Biſhop Jrez firſt 
going to place Altats there, preached behinde the 
Minifter upon a {aturday,that it was fit upon Sun. 
day to ſacrifice the Popes Bird upon hisowne Al. 
ear. © POR! | | 
' Then laſtly, there was one Arabella Thomas, 2 
Welch woman, which lived in chc Citie ot Salif- 
bury, which preached, and 1n her Sermon faid, 
that none but ſuch painfull creatures »$ ker ſelfe 
ſhould goe to heaven: torthoſ: Mi-:ifters which 
did.not preach twice upon every SabÞ:rh day,ſhs 


lad, 


and the white Owle by night- ſhould ſcratch out 

Thus have I declared ſome of the female Aca- 
_ demics,bur where their Univerſite is, I cannot 
tell, but I ſuppoſe that Bedlam or Brideweli 
would be two canvenient places for them. Is it 
not fufficient that they may have the Goſpel tru- 
ly and ſincerely preached 'unto ther, but they 
muſt take their Miniſters office from them? IF 
there had been ſuch a dearth of the Goſpel as 


\ 
4 


{aid, that very ſhottly the blacke Raven by day; 


there waSin the reigne of Q. Mery,it had been an - 


occaſion ſomewhat urgent. But God bee praiſed 
it was not ſo, butthat they ſcemed to bee ambiti- 
ous, and becauſe they would have ſuperiority, 
they would get upon a ſtogle, orinatub in ſtead 
of a pulpit. Art this timel have deſcribed bur fix 


of them,cre long 1 fear I ſhall relate more, I pray - 


God I have nocauſe ; and fo for this time I con- 
clude. | | 


FINIS, 


